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Deagriculturalization refers to the premature decline of the agricultural sector. In the case of the Trinidad and Tobago economy, the cause of the relative decline in the size and contribution of the agricultural sector can be attributed mainly to the impact of the boom in the hydrocarbon sector. This paper will quantitatively detail out the impact of the ‘oil boom’ on the non booming tradable and non tradable segments of the T&T agricultural sector, i.e. the export agricultural sector and the domestic agricultural sector respectively. In particular, the paper shows that statistically the increased dominance of the petroleum sector has essentially crowded out the export agriculture sector and hence resulted in its decline. The paper will conclude with some relevant policy directions regarding the reversal of these trends in order to ease the economic strangulation of the agricultural sector as a whole. 
